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CZECHOSLOVAX COMMUNIST PARTY TRAINING, 195k-1955 . o

[Corment : The following article was published in the 13 Septernber
1954 issue of Zivot Stran (Party Life), which succeeded Funkeionar y\; .
(Functionary) as the official organ of the Central Coumitfee of the
Czechoslovak Communist Party. ] g

oslovak Coumunist Party) was deeply concerned with questlons of ideological
acilvity, and emphasized the primary significance of such activity in the life T ———
ard werk of the party. Fulil development of the ideological acvivity of the 1
parsy is possible only when it is tased on further dissemination of Marxist-

Lenirnist propagar.da .

Up to now, rasults of party training indicate that g majority of party
organizations Participated more actively in party training and, in keeping
with the spirit of the nev party statutes, more effectively organized and
maintained a check on hov Communists masterad the knowledge of Marxism-
Leninism and how they were applying it in their work. Despite this fact,
there are stil)y wany serious suortcomings in party propaganda. It is nec-
essary to lead a rar more effective fight against dogmatic explanation of
Marxism-feninisp. Dogmatism 1s irrelevant to party politics and is caused
By the ideoiogical ara theoretical immaturity of a substantial portion of
the propagandists, and their meager relationship to party life,

Thus far, the Division of Propaganda and Agitation (0Oddeleni propagandy
a agitace) of the Central Committee of the KSC has inadequately fulfilled
the tasks regarding the improvement of' the standard ang the effectiveness
of party propaganda as set Torth by the session of the Central Committee of
the E3C, Leld fvom 3 to . becenmger 1953. There has been a warked absence
of au effective battle against aogmatism and against irrelevancy of party
trainiog to party poiicy. Freyuenlly, the lack of vital content of study
texts, cursory and rormal study, and the low standard of Propagandists
tended to lover the standasd of training. In spite of the fact that the
Division of Propaganda and Agitation increased its direct assistance to
kraj committees of the party, it 419 not effectively lead and direct the
battle againgst dogmatism and irrelevancy in party training, particularly
through the medium of the party press. The party press, the party train-
ing curriculum, and lectures did little to clarify the currently very
significant Marxist-Leninist ideas, as pointed up by the Central Committee
of the KSC.

The task of party organs ic to insure :hat party propaganda, Lhrougin
the press, lectu~s, and varty frairipg, explaiir better than Leretofure 4h:
bases of sctentitie world opindnn, nanely, such qrections ¢ e the tasl of the
asses and the aliiance - {ermers and workers. In the intersesi of constant
improvement of the work of martgy orgenizations, 1% is ap lusortant tacl: o
the propaganda phase to explain the leading and directing role of the people's
democratic society, and o ansyer questions regarding collective leadershiyp.
In connection with this, it is necessary to clarify ideological, organizational,
tactical, ang theoretical fourdatinns of the Party to a greater degree than
heretofore.

In Propaganda, it is essential to battle energetically against all ex-
pression ot bourgeoise ideology, @specially bourgeoise nationalism and social
democracy, and to inecrease the revolutionary alertness of Commnists ang all
workers of our nation. Party propaganda must train Commnists ar vell as non-
prarty members to have boundless devotion and love for the pecple's democratic

078-9
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700230



Santized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700230078-9

-
wother country, to demonstrate the proper attitude toward socilalistic owrar- . SN
ship, and to learn that the living standard can be raised only on the bvasis =

Our working people properly reply to the policy of the party and government, 'é

hose aim 13 to raise the living standard through the expansion of labor activ- ‘b
iby. ‘fhe task of the party organizations is to see that more light is shed on D
such matters as economizing, lowered production costs, increased productivity
of iabor, and questions of socialist competition. i

‘
]
In the vattle against irreievance, dogmatism, and redanticism, 1t {s nec- ‘
cessary to abolish the nonchalant attftude toward the study of the resolutions '
of ihe party congress, and the conferences and assemblies;og the Central Com- s
ritiees of tne KSC and the CPSU. The great importance of” these documents lies
in tee fact that they express the domestic and foreign policies of the party
in various pnases of their development, indicate the creatlive applization of
Marxism-Leninism in practice, and are a directive to proper action for party
organizations. The recoiutions of the party are an expression of the unity of
theory and practice, and are the achievements of collective leadership,

To fight against irrelevance in party propaganda means to clarify the res-
olutions of the party and the government, and to lead the workers toward in-
formed execution of these resolutions.

Currently, a responsible task lieg before all party organs -- o acquaint
the working people of our nation with the resolutions of the Tenth Congress of
the party. To do this, it s necessary fully to develop lecture Propeganda

i aciivities in tactories, villages, cities, and educational institutions, and
to study these resslutions in connection with individual themes of the year of
Party Training {Rok stranickehe koleni). It is the task of kraj and okres
committees to develop the corditions for the expansion of lecture Propaganda
activities,

In the tattle againg' uLihese inadequacies, it is essential that party
organs inswre thorough t.zoreti.al and wethodological preparation o’ prop-
agendists. This is done throush systematic formal schoeling and through
semilnars during the course of the year of Party Training. Party organs must
devete greater attention to the preparation and execution of such training.

The inadequacy of propaganda activity is linked to the party organs who
direct it. Some party organs direct party propaganda formally. They fajl to
check the work of propagandists and negotiate questions of training without
knowledge of its content or standards. In many cases, the principle that
propagandists determine the standard and results of the training ic overlooked.
Insufficient attention has thus far been devoted to the selection and training
of provagandisss. Reconcilis“ion with formal selection and frequent fluetu-
ation or propagandiste is no iona2r possitla. Tt is necessary te shrive for
the creavior o~ = cernanent cornc of rrepagandicts and 5o p.avent their beiag
overloaded uith various functinns,

The statutes of fie rerty direct that all membvers and vandidetes master
the principles of Marxism-Leninism ard that they be guided by these principles
in their work. Every member and candidate is obligated to fulfill this task,
and party organizations are obligated to check its fulfillment. It is there-
fore the duty of %he party organizetiouns to eonvince rembers, candidates, and
outstanding nonparty workers to jJoi. in organized party training, through whichk
the party has provided a means of fulfilling this obligation. Party organiza-
tions are to permit memhers and candidates Lo make voluntary selections of the
type of training they desire according to the needs of their work and their
level [of knowledge].

¢
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For workers of the party, national, and economic apparatus who are not ‘
sufficiently prepared in the areas of their specialties » the organizations
will recommend specialized training. In this connection it is essential %o
insure that the worker's political knowledge is also enhanced.

The task of all party committees and organizations is to insure the exe-
cution of the resolutions of the Central Committee of the KSC, to stimulate an
interest in the study of Marxism and Leninism among Communists and nonparty
members to teach its application in everyday work in the interest of benefitting
end developing our people's democratic nation, to raise the standard of living,
and to strengthen world peace.

The 19541955 Year of Part: Training will begin 1 Octouver 1954. It will
Le concluded on 30 June 1955 in cities and on 31 May 1955 in villages. The ex-
istirg training cchedule will be rearranged and supplemented as follows:

1. Courses on contemporary party policy.

2. Basic political training courses.

3. Groups for the study of questions on national economy.
k. Groups for the study of the history of the CPSU.
5+ Ohres evening classes in Marxism-Leninism.

6. E;ening univ;rs:lty sessions in Marxism-Leninism.

7. Independent study of Marxism-Leninism.

As a part of independent study, cires commitiees are o create seminars for
the etudy of the history or the K5C, history of the CrSU, dialectic and histor-
ical wateriaiism, political ecoudwics and questions of the national economy,
and Intermational relations.

The purpose of the above individual groups is to create a system which
will permit a systematic enhancement of knowledge ranging from the basic
probvlems of party policy to independent study of Marxism-Leninism. At the
same time, the iudividucl groups ol the RSS permit proper direction of students,
as their individual needs indicate, toward political and economic questlops.

Tt 15 necessary to securc non-pariy members for study in courses on contempor-
ary party policy, basic courses, groups for the study of questions of the national
econcmy, groups for the study of the histroy of the CPSU, and for evening univer-
sity sessions on Marxism-Leninism. [The followin &s a_detailed discussion of th
seven courses of study being cflcied during the 155 -1955 year of party training.ﬁ

Courses on Jontexpsry Party Policy

These courses vwill inelude lectures and discussicns on achual political
subjects desipnated by the Central Cowmittee of the KSC. Students will receive
explanations of the main questions raised by the enth Congress. lectures !
will be given on resolutions of the party wnd the government and on current
international problems. The lectures may be attended by all who are inter-
ested even though they may be enrolled in other units of the training program,

Basic Political Training Courses

These courses permit the training of candidates and of persons who are
beginning the study of Marxism-Leninism. Their program will be as follows:
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1.

What is the XSC ang what does it desire?

2. The battle of the Czechoslovak working people, under the leadership
of the KSC, for the overthrow of bourgeoise domination.

" 3. Tasks of the party in the building of socialisp in industry, trade,
and finance.

"%, ‘Tasks of the party in the building of socialism in the village.

5. The People's Democracy of Czechoslovakia -- a nation of workers and
Tarmers.

6. The Coviet Union at the head of nations in the battle for peace,
demoerazy, and independence.

Grouns Studying Questions on National Economy

These courses, as lisfted below, are designed o permit cadres of party
Tunctionaries in the fpctories and villages to study and master economic
problems:

1. Results and significance of the First Five-Year Plan,

2. Planning in our national economy.

3. Methods of increasing productivity of labor; socialist competition.

6. The state budget and distribution of the national income.

In industry:

4. Technical norm setling, organization of work, and wages in national
industiy.

5. The Khozraschot, ana piroduccion costs.
In agriculture:

L. How to insure the fulfillment of directives by the Ternth Congress of
the KSC celling for a substantial increase in agricultural production.

5. The strengthening of the ties between workers and farmers in the in-
terest of building socialism in the villages,

Groups Studying of the Historv of the CPSY ' ‘ , ‘1

.. In these grours, the “olloring subjects will be taushi:
First-Year Study Prosran
1. The battle for che ereation of a Social Democratic Worker Pariy in
Russia {with introduction based upon the thesis of the Central Committee of
the CPsU commemorating the fift{ieth anniversary of the CPSU)

2. Creation of the Social Democratic Worker Party of Russia and tae
evolution of the Menshevi]'; and Bolshevik factions within the party.

3. The Mensheviks and Bolsheviks during the Russo-Japanese War and the
first Russian revolution.

a
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4. The Mensheviks and Bolsheviks during the period of the Stolypin re-
action. Bolsheviks organize an independent Marxist Party.

5. The Bolshevik Party during the years of the expansion of the worker
wovement prior to the first Imperialistic war.

6. The Bolshevik Party during the period of the imperialistic war. The
Second Revolution in Russia,

T. The Bolshevik Party during the period of the preparation and execution
of the October Socialist Revolution.

8. fThe Communist Party during the period of foreign intervention and the
civil war.

Second-Year Study Progranm

1. The Commnist Party during the period of iransition to peaceful renewal
of the national economy.

2. The Communist Party in the battle for Socialist industrialization.
3. The Cormunist Party in the battle for collectivization of agriculture.

k. he Communiss Party in the battle for rompletion of the structure nf
8 socialist society and the adoption of the new constitution

5. The Communist Party in the battle for completion of the structure of
sociglism and the gradual transition to Communism during prewar years (1538-
19k1),

5. The Cormunist Foruy during the poriod of the Great Patriotic War of
the USSR.

T. The Communist Parly of the USSR in the postwar period, in the battle
for the renewal and further expansion of the national économy, and the assurance
of the systematic transition from Socialism to Communism.

8. The Communist Party ¢f the USSR, the leading and dirccting force of
Societ society - the example for Communist and labor parties throughout the
world.

Groups studying CPSU history in the Year of Party Training of the Czech-
oslovak Federation of Youth 7111 follor the came program. The groups will
work urder the direct ideological guidance of the KSC. Consequently, the
selection, “rainivg, and directicr of Propogendlstc will be cariied out by orzans
of the KSC.

Okres Evening Classes in Marxism-Leninism

These courses permi: funciionaries of okres "actives" o enhance their
political training.

The program will be divided invo three years so that the quality of train-
ing can be improved. Unnecessary hurry, which led to mere formal study, will
be eliminated, Furthermore, the program will permit okres committee activists
to devote more time to specialized traininz, Since the first year of the okres
evening school: has already passed, the program set up for okres evening schools
by the resolution regarding the 1954-1955 year of Party training will be concluded
in the next 2 years. Therefore, the Program for the second and third years will
contain the following subjects:
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1. History of the CPSU (conclusion of last year's course).
2. History of the KSC.
3. Political economies.
L. Growth of the party.

Evening University Sessions in Marxism-Leninism.

The number of evening university sessions will not be increased, The
2.year course will be extended to 3 years, while the present subjects and
range of study materials will be retained.

Indcpendent Study of Marxism-Leninism

Independent study is designed for thc most mature comrades in party, state,
and 2conomic organs, and in mass organizations. Participants will study rec-
ommerded subjecis on the basis of individual selection, in accordance with
individual study plans, and with a view to Lhe requirements of their own work.

Seminars will be organized for comrades who have not yet had sufficient
experience vith ndjvidval study or who have not completed the okres cvening
school, but who have “he rotentials for successful work under this system.

In these seminars, independent study will be organized according to sub-
Jects on the basis of a uniform group study plzn for one year, and will be
carried out by the seminar method in order to achieve more effective control
and assistance, and in order to enhance the knowledge of cadre leaders en-
rolled in independent study.

Training ol Propagandists

1n the interest oi improved training of propagandists, kraj commiltees
will organize several 6-.zex courses at kraj party schools for propegandist
seminar leaders beginning 25 June.

Monthly courses for the propagandists at kraJ schools will continue un-
interrupted throughout the year. The program of the 6-week courses for sem-
inar leaders will be comparable to the programs of the monthly courses for
propagandists, except that the subjects will be studied in more detail.

The party press is a significant force in raising the ideclogical stand-
ard of party training end the qualiity of propagandists. Kraj and okres com-
mittees vill insure that the 'z} press assissz propagandists through articles
on ideolog; and icthedolosy., and by providing space for exchange of experi -
ences in progarganda work.

-END -
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